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Response Sunday - November 4, 2012 

“What I mean is this: the one 
who sows a small number of 
seeds will also reap a small 
crop, and the one who sows a 
generous amount of seeds will 
also reap a generous crop.” 

2 Corinthians 9:6 

2012 



 

by  

Senior Pastor Bill Jones 
 

This month we begin our special congregational 
emphasis, Extravagant Generosity: The Heart 
of Giving. Generosity is a term we rarely use. 
Some may think it is reserved for only the wealthy. 
Generosity is not about our bank accounts, it is 
about our hearts. Jesus’ response to the widow who 
put two copper coins in the temple treasury shows 
this: “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in 
more than all those who are contributing to the 
treasury.” (Mark 12:43)  The widow was generous 
and gave all she had. Generosity reflects God’s na-
ture. In giving Jesus to the world God gave all that 
God had. In giving us Jesus God has shown us love, 
life, hope, forgiveness and the promise of eternal 
life. In worship we in turn celebrate God’s generos-
ity and we respond with generosity through our giv-
ing.  

Generosity grows out of love for God and our 
knowledge of God’s love for us. In his first letter, 
John says, “We love because God first loved us.” (1 
John 4:19) Through the daily blessings of life, 
through the talents we’ve been given, through the 
witness of nature, and especially through the love of 
the crucified and risen Christ, we discover just how 
much God loves us.  

Most of the time God’s generosity nearly over-
whelms us because we don’t expect it. There’s a 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, spell-

ing and content.  They can be submitted by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, please e-mail Lianne or 

call (229-1771). 

scene from the 2003 movie Seabiscuit which por-
trays this wonderfully. In the movie Tom Smith, an 
old farrier and horse trainer with different ideas 
about training and which horses have the heart to 
race, helps wealthy American businessman Charles 
Howard with an undersized horse with knobby 
knees, named Seabiscuit. His former owners 
thought he had potential and possibility but gave up 
on him because they thought he was lazy. Down on 
his luck Red Pollard, an angry young jockey consid-
ered by most to be too tall to even be a jockey, was 
chosen to ride Seabiscuit. All of his life Red has had 
a gift but Charles Howard and Tom Smith are the 
only ones who have ever really believed in him. Red 
disappoints them in a race when he’s fouled and his 
temper gets the best of him. Doubt fills him and 
he’s not sure he’s welcome anymore. But as he’s 
leaving he remembers what his father said: “You 
have a gift” and he returns. In returning Red finds 
acceptance, welcome and the beginning of healing. 
Red asks Howard if he can borrow some money. 
Howard happily agrees, even though Red doesn’t 
know when he can pay him back. Red asks for ten 
dollars but Howard hands him twenty. Howard’s 
generosity nearly overwhelms Red. And in the next 
scene you hear the effect that act of kindness had 
on Red. While riding in a race he’s talking to Seabis-
cuit and says, “That’s it Pop, we’re O.K., now. It’s all 
right boy. Yeah. We’re O.K.. Nothing to worry 
about.” His words turn out to be more commentary 
about his life than they are encouragement to the 
horse.  

We don’t hear much about generosity in the 
news except around Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
But God is always generous, extravagantly generous 
to God’s children. And God calls us to be just as 
generous out of response to the unconditional love 
we’ve experienced.  

In words and action, Jesus taught us that some-
times it is O.K. to be extravagant in our generosity. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

Thoughts from Allie 
 

It doesn’t happen all the time, but once in a while, one goes to a meeting that is truly 
inspiring.  I went to one of those meetings in late August, just before I left on vacation.  It 
was a meeting of the Greater Williamsburg Outreach Mission (GWOM), the community group 
formed last year to allow churches, agencies, and local governments to work together in response 
to homelessness and related issues.  I had not been to a GWOM meeting before, though I’ve kept up 
with what they’ve been doing through Carl Gerhold, our church representative.  I went this time, 
though, because Carl had told me there was good news. 

The good news was that St. Bede was announcing its intention to launch an emergency home-
less shelter program, much like PORT in Newport News where we have volunteered as a church for 
many years.  In this model, churches welcome homeless neighbors into their own buildings on a rotat-
ing basis during the coldest months of the year, usually for a week at a time.  St. Bede’s announced that it 
was taking a week and invited other churches to do the same. 

What a move by St. Bede.  What a leap of faith.  They saw a need, made a commitment to respond, and 
invited others to follow.  It was a responsible leap of faith.  The team at St. Bede had done their research.  
They had looked at different models, gone through all the proper channels, and talked to the appropriate lo-
cal authorities.  In the end, however, they didn’t wait for a quorum of churches to sign on or for all the weeks 
to be filled—they went for it.  I found that inspiring.  Over the next few days, Carl and I both talked to Local 
Outreach about the new plans and how excited we were to be a part of them. 

When I got home from vacation a few weeks later, Carl had more good news.  He had talked to Church 
Council and to the Trustees and received overwhelming support for WUMC being a part of this emergency 
shelter program.  With that, we signed up for a week ourselves—and became the first church after St. Bede 
to do so.  A leap of faith!  I think those of you who heard the proposal must have gotten the same sense I 
did—that God is doing something new in Williamsburg, and we don’t want to miss out! 

In just the two years since I’ve been here, there has been a real change in the Williamsburg community.  
When I first got here, the issue of homelessness was something that was only beginning to be talked about.  
Before that, apparently, homelessness was considered a Newport News problem.  If you mentioned the word 

“shelter,” people would say, “Don’t say the s-word!”  Thanks to the passion and leadership of a few 
individuals and the commitment of the faith community, we’ve begun to work together.  The United 
Way’s Community Resource Center helps coordinate church efforts to help our neighbors with their 
financial needs.  GWOM is developing short-term and long-term plans.  The most at-risk people in 

the area are beginning to be housed.  Beginning in November, churches will intentionally welcome 
our neighbors with no place to sleep.  God is at work making Williamsburg a place where the “least 

of these” are cared for and where social justice issues such as homelessness are acknowledged 
and addressed. 

Williamsburg UMC is scheduled to host the emergency shelter the week of January 20.  
Carl will be providing you all with more details in the weeks and months to come, so keep 

your eyes and ears open.  It will take a lot of us working together to make this 
work—but that’s the beauty of it.  God is doing something in Williamsburg, and we 

get to be a part of it.  I hope you’re as excited about that as I am. 



 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
October 2012 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, October 1, 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall.  Program:  Darryl 
Hamson will present a program on Early New England Gravestone Rubbings. 
 

Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, October 2, 9:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall.  Pro-
gram:  Allie’s Path to Ordination.  All women of the church are invited.  Brown Bag Lunch. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, October 2, 1:30 p.m., Chambrel Activities Room.  Associate 
Pastor, Allie Rosner will talk about Mary Magdalene. 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, October 3, 10:00 a.m., Room 309.  Ruth Simpson 
will present a program on a scam targeting senior citizens known as the grandparent scam. 
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, October 8, 10:30 a.m., Room 309. 
 

Windsor Meade Circle – Monday, October 8, 10:30 a.m., Windsor Meade Hall.  The pro-
gram will be a presentation by Christina Westenberger entitled “Ornaments to Make.”  She is 
the co-author of the book “The Art-full Tree” inspired by Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Museum. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, October 9, 1:00 p.m. in the church den. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, October 9, 7:00 p.m., Room 309.  Mary-Jo Bennett will 
be presenting a program on Honduras and her summer trip to the Glacier National Park. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, October 16, 10:30 a.m., Williamsburg Landing 
Main Building.  Carolyn Buck will speak on China. 

 
Important Dates to Remember 

 
Call to Prayer & Self-Denial – Saturday, October 13, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., 

Fellowship Hall 
UMW Board Meeting – Monday, October 29,  7:00 p.m., Room 309 

On Friday, November 2, the UMW will hold our Annual Banquet and Installation Service.  
Festivities will begin at 5:30 p.m. with punch in the Atrium.  At 6:00 p.m., entertainment will 
be provided by Sarah Bland.  Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, and the 
Installation Service will take place after dinner. The cost for this occasion is $17.00 per per-
son.  Spouses and guests are encouraged to attend.  Reservations may be made at the Octo-
ber Circle meetings or at the Crossroads Table in late October.  The menu will be herb sau-
téed chicken breast, mashed potatoes, seasonal vegetables, dessert, and beverage.   

Questions??  Contact Bonnie Knizatko (253-0992). 

UMW Annual Banquet  
and Installation Service 



 

On Saturday, October 27 from 9:00 a.m. - noon, Respite Care will offer complimentary care for loved 
ones with special needs, to enable their caregivers to participate in the “Walk to End Alzheimer’s”.  Partici-
pants on Saturday morning do not need to be enrolled in Respite’s regular afternoon weekday enrichment 
program.   

All participants must pre-register by October 17 and attendance is limited.  Contact Carolyn 
Yowell 229-1771 for a registration form or go to the Church website for the link (found on the 
Respite page under Missions and Ministries).   

For information on the Walk, or to join the Respite Care of WUMC Team, go to 
www.alz.org/walk or call Barbara Monteith, 812-0638. 

Carrabba’s Luncheon  

Tickets Available 
Buy a ticket to attend Carrabba’s Luncheon on 

Wednesday, October 10 at noon, and $9.50 of the 
ticket price ($18) will go directly to Respite Care of 
WUMC!  Tickets are available at the church office.  
Thank you for sharing our vision of ensuring that 
adults with special needs within the greater Wil-
liamsburg community are cared for with loving re-
spect and family caregivers are given an opportunity 
for respite. 

On October 17, the Silver 
Saints will tour the Surry Nuclear 
Power Station and then meet for 
lunch at the Smithfield Inn.  Please note the change 
of date as we will be meeting on the third Wednes-
day instead of the normal second Wednesday of the 
month. 

We will meet at the church at 9:20 a.m. to car 
pool to Surry.  We will depart promptly at 9:35 a.m. 
to catch the 10:00 a.m. ferry to Surry.  We will tour 
the visitor’s center and then the facility.  Capacity 
for the tours is limited, so you must sign up in ad-
vance by calling the church office.  Please note, you 
must also have an official ID for security purposes.   

If you would like to have lunch at the Smithfield 
Inn (about 12:30 p.m.), please call the church office 
in advance for reservation purposes.  Questions 
about the Silver Saints may be directed to Cindy 
Banek, 229-1771 or Art and Loretta Hezeen, 565-
2518.  We hope to see you all in October for our 
special time together! 

Silver Saints  
Tour and Luncheon 

3rd Grade 

Bibles 
On Sunday, October 14, we will be presenting 

Bibles to our third grade students.  If you have a 
third grader who has not been contacted  about 
this special event, please call Cindy Banek, 229-
1771 or email, cbanek@williamsburgumc.org 

Respite Care Partners with  

Alzheimer’s Association 

http://www.alz.org/walk
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org


 

From reNEW Youth Ministry . . .  
 

Welcome to the first (full) month of autumn!  Things are starting to settle into a comfortable “routine” in 
the Land of Youth Ministry on the lower level; after a series of stops-and-starts involving a late-summer 
“moisture issue” in The Shelter (Youth Center), we’d like to thank the Board of Trustees and Joe Meadows 
(Business Administrator) for getting our much-loved space back to the “lived-in” conditions that make it what 
it is! 

Historically, October is a month full of “special events” for reNEW Youth Ministry and 2012 is no excep-
tion.  There’s something for everyone, whether or not you have a biological connection to Youth Ministry.  
After all, we’re all Youth Ministers!  Here’s what’s coming up: 

October 14:  CROP WALK to End Hunger   

This (short) walk around Christopher Newport University is an effort to raise both 
awareness about world hunger and funds to help fight it.  Some of the funds raised go to 
help causes around the world, and the rest stays right here to benefit hunger-fighting 
organizations here on the Peninsula.  Contact Todd Query to register as a walker, or to 
support a youth-walker.  ALL Ages Welcome! 

October 21:   Annual All-Church Barbecue Supper 

We’ve lost track...but we think this is the Sixth Annual Supper we’ve hosted.  The 
Supper serves two important functions:  

1. as a “thank-you” to the congregation for its generous support of our ministry  

2. to showcase our summer mission efforts.   

Tickets for the Supper will go on sale between worship services beginning Sunday, 
October 7. 

October 28:  UMW Open House 

ALL Members of The UMW are invited to experience reNEW Youth Ministry in 
“our house.”  Join the Youth for supper, and then spend the evening playing games, 
singing songs and getting to know the youth of reNEW Youth Ministry.  5:30 p.m. -
7:30 p.m. in The Shelter (Youth Center). 

In addition to these special Sunday Events, Wide Open Wednesday is back each week from 4:00 p.m. -
6:00 p.m. (later, pending the start of a new Youth Bible/Book Study). 

See? We told you October was busy!  Here’s how you can find out more about these events—and keep 
up with reNEW YM happenings: 

Subscribe to the (FREE) semi-monthly reNEWsletter by visiting http://eepurl.com/bK951 

Join the reNEW Text Message System by texting “RENEW” to 68398. (FREE service; standard 
text-message rates may apply.) 

Join our the reNEW YM Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/WUMCyouth. 

Watch weekly bulletins and the new E-Note. 
 

reNEW Youth Ministry:  
 

Nurturing, Empowering and Welcoming the youth of Williamsburg UMC and beyond. 

http://eepurl.com/bK951
http://www.facebook.com/WUMCyouth


 

If you ever have a moment, stop by 
our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out 
about all the ministries and other activities that 
you or your family may be interested in join-
ing!!  We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about some-
thing you see on our website, contact the 
church office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Please join us in welcoming into the 
world 

 
 

Born September 9, 2012 to  

David & Kristin Murphy. 

Cindy Banek’s 1st Grandchild! 
 

Welcome & Happy Birthday to all those 
born this month!  

It’s A !! 

Elizabeth Eve Murphy 

Search Committee & SPRC 
A search committee has been formed to find our new Associate Director of Music for Youth.  The mem-

bers of this committee are Carol Brinkley, Melissa Cantrell, Dick Keiser, Kathy Shield, Richard Sowers, and 
Claire Arbuckle.  Mike Sams is the Chair of this committee. 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) is comprised of 3 “classes”, the Senior Pastor, the Lay 
Leader and a Lay Delegate.  Each class contains 3 members. 

The duties of the SPRC include: 

To strengthen, nurture, support and respect the pastors and staff and their families 

To promote  unity in the church 

The hiring of non-appointed personnel 

The committee membership is Carol Brinkley, Judy Craft, Bob Evans, Al Gunner, Gwen Hamrick, Bill 
Jones, Dick Keiser, Fran Lane, Debbie Lewis, Linda Rhodes, Mike Sams, Troy Rapp and Dick Bennett who 
chairs the committee. 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families 
 of those who have passed away  

during the month of September: 

Sue Ketner 

Mac McKeag 

Suzie Pointer, Respite Client 

Mother of Marilyn Riddle 

Tom Stanley 

Al White 

Music Ministries Calendar for October 
October 7 (Communion Sunday) - Adult choirs sing “O Taste and See” by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 

October 14 - Wesley Choir sings “Listening for the Call” by Alan Pote at 8:15 a.m. and Carol Choir sings 
“Lord, We are Your People” by Mark Patterson at the 11:00 a.m. service ; Joyful Noise Ringers play chimes; 
adult choirs sing “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” by Terry Kirkland 
 

October 21 - Canticles of Praise (youth choir) sings “In God’s Image” by Nylea L. Butler-Moore  in worship; 
Bells of Praise (youth bell choir) plays handbells; adult choirs sing “Ave Verum Corpus” by Camille Saint-
Saens 
 

October 28 - Church Orchestra plays in worship; adult choirs sing “Be Thou My Vision” by Bob Chilcott, Judy 
Johnson (soprano), soloist 
 

October 30 (Tuesday) - Williamsburg Bach Choir presents its fall concert at 7:00 p.m. 

Save the Date! 
Friday, February 8, 2013 

Starting With Appetizers  

at 5:45 p.m. 

Live band 

ECMS’s 3nd Annual  

Sweetheart  

Banquet 

given in memory of  
Hope Bloxom Ankeney from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Basnett 
 Mr. & Mrs. Henry Hardaway Jr. 
 Ms. Jean D. Minor 
 Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Turnbull 
 Ms. Judith Spencer 
 Frances Parrish 
 Mr. & Mrs. Gene Bloxom 
 Ms. Martha Matthews 
 Mr. & Mrs. Larry Minkoff 
 Ms. Suzanne Pully 

given in memory of 
Thomas Stanley from 

given in memory of  
George Edward Lewis from 

given in memory of  
Ken Grieve from 

 Mrs. Irma Parker 

given in memory of  
Nancy Jane Schoff Brown 

from 

Memorial Giving  

 Mr. & Mrs. Bob Harriger 
 Ms. Jacquelyn Hill 
 Brian, Marilyn, Andrea & Laura 

Jones 
 Mr. & Mrs. Hugo Bolin, Jr 
 Scott, Cheryl & Ryan LaValley 

 Mr. and Mrs. Charles Friedman 
 Mr. and Mrs. Philip Eager 
 Mrs. Betty Apostolacus 
 Ms. Betty Page Wyatt 

 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Chatfield 
 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Eichhorn 
 Mr. & Mrs. Bob Harriger 
 Dr.  & Mrs. Gerry Johnson 
 Mr. & Mrs. Mike Parisi 
 Mrs. Irma Parker 
 Mr. & Mrs. Jack Whitla 



 

Bob Evans 
Chair, Finance Committee  

 

Church Finances 
On August 28, your Church Council approved a recommendation from the Finance 

Committee to establish a Capital Reserve Account and an Operating Reserve Account.  
WUMC used to have a contingency fund to handle emergencies but that account was used 
for various reasons and was never replaced.  Consequently the church currently has no 
contingency monies set aside for emergencies.   

The Capital Reserve Fund will be used to support procurement, replacement renova-
tion and rehabilitation of capital assets consisting of facilities, equipment and systems cost-
ing $5,000 and greater. 

The Operating Reserve Fund will be used to absorb a year end loss in the current 
Operating Fund. 

The policy adopted by the Church Council contains procedures to initially fund the new 
funds and identifies sources of money that will annually be directly deposited into these 
two accounts.  In addition the 2013 Operating Fund Budget will contain amounts which will 
also be transferred into the two funds. 

The new policy also establishes some rather stringent rules on who can use these 
funds and places the ultimate responsibility with the Church Council.  In addition the policy 
prohibits the transfer of funds between these funds and any other budget line item without 
approval from either a Charge Conference or Church Conference.  

Mississippi Still Rebuilding  
7 Years After Katrina . . .  

Call For Interested Volunteers 
WUMC is planning an opportunity for you to help rebuild Mississippi homes 

through the Mississippi United Methodist Disaster Response and Katrina Re-
covery.   A team will travel to Gulfport, Mississippi for 1 week in January or 
February 2013.  The workers will stay at CAMP LOVE constructed just for mis-
sion groups. The team will be doing construction work.  The cost is $75/
person to cover the cost of food and lodging for 5 days at the camp. There is 
an additional cost for meals and hotel during travel to and from Mississippi (2 
days total).  THINK and PRAY about what you can do to help these people in 
Mississippi who are still rebuilding their homes after 7 years.  Contact Phil 
Mouser (259-9043) or pmouser@cox.net. 

mailto:pmouser@cox.net


 

Many people who are suffering, experiencing 
 crises, or are otherwise in need of support simply 

need someone to listen to them confidentially.   
A Stephen Minister can provide that support. 

Thank You from 

Flute Frenzy 
 

Flute Frenzy wishes to thank 
Williamsburg United Methodist 
Church for its support and encour-
agement for the past 12 years.  Be-
cause of your support this youth 

flute choir has been able to serve the community by 
bringing their music to Williamsburg's nursing and 
retirement homes, Hospice House, Respite Care, 
and many other church and service organizations. 
After considering many factors, the Flute Frenzy 
board has decided to change its rehearsal home to 
Our Saviour's Lutheran Church in Norge. We cer-
tainly hope we will continue to see you!  You can 
keep up with us at our web site:  
www.flutefrenzy.org 

Thank you for giving Flute Frenzy its start! 

Green Committee Sponsors 
Bulb and Plant  Exchange 

As we Care for God's Creation and you prepare 
your landscape areas, gardens and pots for the win-
ter you may find some perennial bulbs and plants 
need to be dug and divided. If you have more bulbs 
and plants than you have space, the extras can be 
donated to the Bulb and Plant Exchange. The Ex-
change will be held between services at the Cross-

roads table in the Atrium on 
Sunday, November 4.  Just 
bring your labeled plants and 
bulbs on Sunday morning. 

Everyone is invited to stop by 
the Crossroads Table to se-

lect a special treasure to 
add to your garden! 

What’s Your Story? 
 

The popular hymn “I Love to Tell the Story” re-
minds us that we all have stories of Jesus that we 
treasure.  One way to share the love of Jesus is 
through Stephen Ministry.  A Stephen Minister pro-
vides high-quality Christian care to an individual ex-
periencing a crisis or a challenge, such as illness, 
grief, divorce, or any other difficult experience in 
life.  Along the way, the Stephen Minister lends a 
caring ear to listen to another's troubles, fears, and 
even dreams and walks with them through difficult 
times.  All the caring is done in a non-judgmental 
and totally confidential way. 

Do you feel that you have a gift for attentive 
listening and a real desire to support those in 
need?  If so, Stephen Ministry may be right for 
you.  A new 50-hour training course will begin in 
January here at Williamsburg UMC to provide you 
with the skills you need to provide distinctively 
Christian care-giving.  Please call Gwen Hamrick, 
259-0318, to discuss whether this training program 
is right for you.  Also, let us know of anyone you 
think could be a compas-
sionate Stephen Minister 
as well as anyone who is 
hurting and might benefit 
from Stephen Ministry.  

Informational sessions 
will be held on Sunday 
October 14, and October 
21 at 9:40 a.m.  Please 
check the October bulletin 
for announcement of the 
location. 

Margaret Carlson,  
Director of Flute Frenzy  

Dave Ceriani, 
President of Flute Frenzy 

and WUMC member  

Stephen Ministry 

http://www.flutefrenzy.org


 

A Mountain of  
School Supplies 

God bless you congregation!!!  When the Local 
Outreach Work Area asked you to donate school 
supplies, you responded from the heart!  Paper, and 
pencils and backpacks --- oh my! --- came flooding 
into the donation bin.  We thought you’d like to 
know how your generous gifts ended up in the 
hands of local school children. 

First, we asked and you 
gave!  We’re sure you don’t 
want a complete inventory 
of every item, but this will 
give you some idea of your 
largesse.  You contributed 
approximately 113 back-

packs, 243 spiral notebooks, 202 boxes of crayons, 
182 packages of loose leaf notebook paper, 314 
glue sticks, 369 pink erasers and a whopping 2,435 
wooden #2 pencils!  Add to this: scissors, glue bot-
tles, pens, colored pencils and markers, pencil 
boxes, highlighters, folders, dividers, binders, a vari-
ety of other items, and a partridge in a pear tree!  
All of these supplies in one place constituted our 
own Staples store! 

Helping Hands, our Virginia 
Conference summer hands-on min-
istry for elementary age children, 
provided the first round of 
“backpack packing”.  The orange-
shirted youngsters took their task 
very seriously, choosing just the 
right backpack and supplies for 
each of 27 school children in Highland Park.  They 
worked from lists of supplies needed for each 
grade, provided by our local schools. 

As supplies poured in the Local Outreach team 
sorted them and filled additional requests for full 
backpacks, 18 more for Highland Park and 29 for 
the James City County Department of Social 
Services (JCCDSS).  When specific needs had 
been met, the remainder of the supplies were di-
vided and distributed -- scissors, crayons and wash-
able markers to Child Development Resources for 

the Early Head Start pro-
gram; crayons and bottles 
of glue for Head Start; 
supplies appropriate for 
pre-kindergarten through 
5th grade to Matthew 
Whaley Elementary 

School; supplies appropriate for 
6th through 8th grades to Berke-
ley Middle School; supplies for 
all ages and grades to Erase 
the Need, an outreach center 
for students of economically dis-
advantaged families; supplies 
for all ages to JCCDSS; a re-
serve of supplies to distribute in 
Highland Park in January, and erasers, pencil 
sharpeners and spiral notebooks for the school kits 
our church makes for UMCOR distribution. 

If you’re wondering why so many children in our 
area needed our gift of school supplies, here is a 
quote from the Daily Press of August 1, 2012:  “In 
Virginia, more than 14 percent of the state’s chil-
dren are living at or below the federal poverty level, 
defined as a household with an annual income of 
less than $22,000 for a family of four.”  In the 
Hampton Roads Area, Williamsburg is second high-
est in concentrations of child poverty – Newport 
News has 23.3% and Williamsburg 22.7%.  A few 
days later the Daily Press ran an article on com-
parative shopping for school supplies, averaging a 
sample of the required school supply lists from ele-
mentary and middle schools around the Peninsula.  
They shopped at a major big box retailer and looked 
for the least expensive items that would fulfill list 
requirements.  “The average cost of required sup-
plies for elementary students for the 2012-2013 
school year is $44.48.  Middle school students will 
spend about $68.84 on supplies.”  Any of us who 
shopped with our own children and grandchildren 
can attest that these figures are no exaggeration. 

Most of us will not have to make a choice be-
tween food or school supplies; transportation or 
school supplies; adequate clothing or school sup-
plies.  But we recognize that many people do.  2011 
and 2012 to date have been difficult economic years 
for many of our neighbors in Williamsburg.  God has 
blessed us so we can be a blessing to others, so 
from the bottom of our hearts, your Local Outreach 
team says “Thank you.” 
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Thanksgiving Mission Morning ---  

Out of our Gratitude! 
The tradition continues!  For almost 20 years our congregation has prepared turkey dinners on Thanks-

giving morning and delivered them to folks in the community who might otherwise have no special meal on 
that day.  This year we will prepare food for 450 hungry people so we will need help with cooking, packaging 
and delivering the meals.   

To capitalize on the energy of all the adults and children who volunteer to come on Thanks-
giving morning, we also work on other important hands-on projects.   
Among them are: 

Decorating Christmas stockings for a small Methodist school 

Packaging hygiene kits for the PORT homeless shelter 

Assembling birthing kits for UMCOR distribution around the world 

Creating inspirational placemats for use in the Kairos Prison Ministry 

Decorating toy bags for pre-schoolers served by Erase the Need 

And more to be announced…… 

The Thanksgiving Mission Morning is one of the most exciting times in our church year.  
It is made possible by contributions from our congregation.  The Local Outreach Work Area will distribute 
shopping lists after the worship services on November 4 & 11 requesting contributions of canned sweet pota-
toes, green beans, cranberry sauce, and a check for $15.  The money purchases meat, rolls, pies and fruit, 
and supplies for the morning’s hands-on projects. 

Watch the Sunday bulletin inserts in October and November for more details. 


